
 Detail A 

UPDATE 
WORK 

A WORK MADE FOR HIRE 
AGREEMENT MUST BE MADE 
BEFORE THE WORK IS CREATED, 
SIGNED BY BOTH PARTIES, AND 
ONLY APPLIES TO CONTRIBUTIONS 
TO COLLECTIVE WORKS, 
AUDIOVISUAL WORKS, 
TRANSLATIONS, SUPPLEMENTARY 
WORKS, COMPILATIONS, 
INSTRUCTIONAL TEXTS, TESTS, TEST 
ANSWERS, OR ATLASES 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE 
CONSISTS OF: 
A. THE WORD COPYRIGHT

OR THE © SYMBOL
B. THE NAME OF THE

COPYRIGHT OWNER
C. THE YEAR OF FIRST

PUBLICATION
© COPYRIGHT OWNER 2018 

 Detail B 

 See Detail A 

 See Detail B 

CREATE WORK 

HAVE THIRD 
PARTY CREATE 

WORK 

APPLY FOR 
REGISTRATION 
AS AUTHOR 

APPLY 
COPYRIGHT 
NOTICE TO 

WORK 

NOTE: THE YEAR OF FIRST 
PUBLICATION DOES NOT 
CHANGE EVEN THOUGH IT IS NO
LONGER 2018.

APPLY FOR 
REGISTRATION 
AS CLAIMANT 

UPDATE 
COPYRIGHT 

NOTICE 

REGISTER 
COPYRIGHT 
IN UPDATES 

REVOCATION 
OF 

ASSIGNMENT? 

NOTE: CERTAIN COPYRIGHT ASSIGNMENTS 
CAN BE TERMINATED EFFECTIVE 40 
YEARS AFTER THE EXECUTION OF THE 
GRANT OR 35 YEARS AFTER 
PUBLICATION UNDER THE GRANT.  

COPYRIGHT PLAN 

N/A HDP

WORKS HDP 

2020-01 

HARNESS, DICKEY 
& PIERCE, PLC 

REGISTRATION ISSUES FOR LIFE OF AUTHOR 
PLUS 70 YEARS 

NOTE: “WORKS” INCLUDE LITERARY WORKS; 
MUSICAL WORKS; DRAMATIC WORKS; 
CHOREOGRAPHIC WORKS; PICTORIAL, 
GRAPHIC, AND SCULPTURAL WORKS; 
AUDIOVISUAL WORKS; SOUND RECORDINGS; 
AND ARCHITECTURAL WORKS 

HAVE 
EMPLOYEES 

CREATE WORK 

ENTER WORK 
MADE FOR HIRE 

AGREEMENT 

ENTER 
AGREEMENT 

HAVE THIRD 
PARTY CREATE 

WORK 

REGISTRATION ISSUES FOR THE SHORTER OF 
90 YEARS FROM PUBLICATION OR 120 YEARS 

FROM CREATION 

REGISTRATION ISSUES FOR TERM DEPENDING 
UPON WHETHER THIRD PARTY WAS INDIVIDUAL 

OR AN ENTITY 

NOTE: COPYRIGHT RIGHTS INCLUDE THE RIGHT TO: REPRODUCE, PREPARE 
DERIVATIVES, DISTRIBUTE, PERFORM, DISPLAY AND DIGITALLY TRANSMIT THE 
WORK. 



AED 

CONCEPTION 
OF INVENTION 

CONFIDENTIAL 
DISCLOSURE 
AGREEMENT 

EVALUATE 
PATENTABILITY 

THIRD PARTY 
DISCLOSURE 

FILE 
PROVISIONAL 
APPLICATION 

CONCEPTION OF 
IMPROVEMENT 

FILE UTILITY 
APPLICATION 

FILE FOREIGN/ 
PCT 

APPLICATION 

CONCEPTION OF 
IMPROVEMENT 

FILE C-I-P 
APPLICATION 

PUBLICATION RESTRICTION 
REQUIREMENT 

RESPONSE TO 
RESTRICTION 
REQUIREMENT 

OFFICE 
ACTION 

RESPONSE TO 
OFFICE ACTION 

AED ALLOWED? FINAL? 

FILE 
PROVISIONAL 
APPLICATION 

THIRD PARTY 
DISCLOSURE 

SEE DETAIL A 

SEE DETAIL B 

 Detail A 

NOTE: MUST BE WITHIN 1 
YEAR OF PUBLIC 

DISCLOSURE 

PAY ISSUE 
FEE 

1. AFTER FINAL
PROSECUTION

2. FILE RCE
3. FILE CONTINUATION
4. APPEAL

NOTE: MUST BE WITHIN 1 
YEAR OF FIRST 

PROVISIONAL APPLICATION 

NOTE: CONSIDER 
1. ACCELERATED EXAMINATION
2. NON-PUBLICATION REQUEST

NOTE: FOREIGN FILINGS MUST 
HAVE A PRIORITY DATE 

BEFORE ANY PUBLIC 
DISCLOSURE 

FILE 
CONTINUATION 

1. RISK OF PRE-FILING
DISCLOSURES:
a. Recipient makes

disclosure public
b. Recipient files

application on
disclosure

c. Recipient files
applications on
improvements to
disclosure

1. IS INVENTION
PATENTABLE
a. Useful
b. Novel
c. Non-obvious

2. SHOULD INVENTION BE
PATENTED:
a. Does invention

confer an
advantage?

b. Will customers
prefer product
because of
invention?

c. Will customers pay
a premium
for invention?

UTILITY PATENT PLAN 

N/A HDP

HDP PATENTS 

UTILITY 2020-01 

HARNESS, DICKEY 
& PIERCE, PLC 

TYP. 16.3 
MOS FROM 
FILING 

TYP. 32.3 
MOS FROM 
FILING 

NOTE: REPEAT AS NEEDED 

Yes Yes 

No 

No 

Detail B



DEVELOP OR 
ACQUIRE TRADE 

SECRET 
INFORMATION 

ENTER 
CONFIDENTIALITY 

AGREEMENTS 
WITH EMPLOYEES & 

CONTRACTORS 

ESTABLISH 
BASIC SECURITY 
PROCEDURES 

 Detail A 

BASIC SECURITY INCLUDES 
SECURING THE PREMISES, 
MANAGING VISITORS, SECURING 
ELECTRONIC DATA AND 
RESOURCES; ESTABLISHING 
BASIC PROCEDURES AND 
REGULARLY EDUCATING 
EMPLOYEES AND 
CONTRACTORS ABOUT THOSE 
PROCEDURES. 

REASONABLE STEPS CAN 
INCLUDE RESTRICTING 
ACCESS ON A NEED TO 
KNOW BASIS; PASSWORD 
PROTECTING DOCUMENT; 
MASKING INGREDIENTS 
AND SOURCES OF SUPPLY; 
MARKING DOCUMENTS 
“CONFIDENTIAL.” 

TRADE SECRET PLAN 

N/A HDP 

SECRET HDP 

2020-01 

HARNESS, DICKEY 
& PIERCE, PLC 

 Detail B 

NOTE: TRADE SECRETS 
ARE PROTECTED BY 
FEDERAL AND STATE 
TRADE SECRET LAW, 
BREACH OF CONTRACT, 
AND COMPUTER AND 
DATA PROTECTION 
LAWS.

TAKE REASONABLE 
STEPS TO MAINTAIN 

SECRECY 

ONLY DISCLOSE 
PURSUANT TO 

CONFIDENTIALITY 
AGREEMENT 

PURSUE ANY 
POTENTIAL LOSS OF 
CONFIDENTIALITY 

 See Detail A  See Detail B 

NOTE: THE SUBJECT 
MATTER OF THE 
CONFIDENTIALITY 
OBLIGATIONS SHOULD BE 
CLEAR; ANY EXCEPTIONS 
SHOULD BE SPELLED 
OUT; DURATION OF 
CONFIDENTIALITY 
OBLIGATIONS SHOULD BE 
CLEAR; POSSIBILITY OF 
DEVELOPMENTS BASED 
UPON DISCLOSURE 
SHOULD BE ADDRESSED.  



ED 

ED 

DEVELOP 
BRAND 

CONCEPT 

EVALUATE 
AVAILABILITY 

FILE 
APPLICATION PUBLISH FOR 

OPPOSITION 

FILE FOREIGN 
APPLICATIONS 

PROMOTION 

OFFICE 
ACTION 

RESPONSE TO 
OFFICE ACTION 

AED ALLOWED? 

FINAL? SEE DETAIL A 

 DETAIL A 

NOTICE OF 
ALLOWANCE 

1. CONDUCT SEARCH TO
IDENTIFY POTENTIALLY
CONFLICTING PRIOR
MARKS
a. USPTO DATABASE
b. PROPRIETARY

DATABASE
c. INTERNET

SEARCHING

1. SELECT BASIS
a. ACTUAL USE
b. INTENT-TO-USE

2. SELECT FORM OF
MARK
a. WORDS
b. STYLIZED

3. SELECT DESCRIPTION
OF GOODS AND
SERVICES

BRAND PLAN 

N/A HDP

TMS HDP 

2020-01 

HARNESS, DICKEY 
& PIERCE, PLC 

No 

 DETAIL B 

 AVAILABLE? Yes 

No 

ED 

PROPER USE REGISTRATION 
FILE 

AFFIDAVITS 
OF USE 

 

REVERSED? APPEAL 

SEE DETAIL B ED SUCCESSFULLY
OPPOSED? 

NO 
REGISTRATION 

Yes 

No 

USE-BASED 
OR ITU? 

SOU  
ACCEPTED?  

ENFORCEMENT RENEWAL 

SEE DETAIL C 1. USE MARK AS AN
ADJECTIVE
a. IT IS NOT A THING, BUT A

PARTICULAR TYPE OF
THING

2. USE THE MARK
CONSISTENTLY
a. AVOID VARIATIONS IN

APPEARANCE
3. IDENTIFY THE MARK

a. USE TM OR ®
4. USE MARK DISTNICTIVELY

a. THROUGH SIZE, FONT,
AND/OR COLOR

 DETAIL C 

NOTE: DUE 
BETWEEN FIFTH 
AND SIXTH 
ANNIVERSARY OF 
REGISTRATION 

NOTE: DUE EVERY 
TEN YEARS FROM 
REGISTRATION 

ITU 

Use 

Yes 

3 YEARS 
MAX. 

6 MOS. 

Yes 

Yes 

No 


